Niobium(V) chloride catalyzed oxidation of dithioacetals with 30% hydrogen peroxide: a concise preparation of bissulfonylmethylene compounds.
The oxidation of dithioacetals with 16 eq of 30% hydrogen peroxide in the presence of 10 mol% niobium(V) chloride at room temperature provides bissulfonylmethylenes in high yields.